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Summary

AUntil the last quarter of 2009, the BBC News website’s tendency was to associate Egypt with
the Gaza blockade far less frequently than Israel, in spite of Egypt's day to day involvement in
implementing it

AHowever, the last four months have seen a significant rise in the BBC’s identification of the
Egyptian role in the Gaza blockade

AThis raises questions about how this recent trend can be explained, and what the BBC'’s policy on
attributing responsibility for the Gaza blockade is

Introduction

The blockade of Gaza has remained a constant in UK Middle East reporting since its institution in
June 2007, following the seizure of power by Hamas in the territory. The limitations imposed on
imports to Gaza and the results for the civilian population have received broad coverage, particularly
in view of last year's conflict between Israel and Hamas, which saw extensive damage to
infrastructure in Gaza. As a key player in the Gaza blockade, Israel is at the heart of media discussion
about the rights and wrongs of the policy.

Far less publicised and discussed is the fact that Gaza shares a border with not one but two
countries: Israel and Egypt. The latter plays the primary role in the near total blocking of the
movement of people and goods between Egypt and Gaza. The Rafah border crossing has remained
closed to all but the most basic humanitarian goods. This lead in January 2008, to the widely
reported border breach by thousands of Palestinians who forced their way into Egypt to buy food
and supplies.

Just Journalism examined which parties were associated with the Gaza blockade policy on the BBC
News website between January 2009 and January 2010. The findings show that until the last
quarter of 2009 the Corporation’s tendency was to associate Egypt with the blockade far less
frequently than Israel, in spite of Egypt’s day to day involvement in implementing it. However, the
last four months have seen a significant rise in the BBC'’s identification of the Egyptian role in the
Gaza blockade.

Methodology

The study included 117 BBC News articles identified by a BBC-generated search return of the tern
‘Gaza blockade’. The sample excluded: references to the Gaza blockade for which no attribution of
responsibility was given; attributions made by third parties such as non-BBC individuals or
organisations; BBC content other than news articles, such as “Your emails’, ‘In pictures’ and
‘Guides’.
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Figure 1. Number of BBC News website articles associating the blockade of Gaza with (1) Israel only,
and (2) with Israel and Egypt
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The number of news articles associating the Gaza blockade with Egypt as well as Israel increased
towards the end of 2009. The last quarter of 2009 and January 2010 saw as many articles
associating the blockade with both countries as were identified during the preceding 9 months (16).
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Figure 2. Percentage of BBC News website articles associating the blockade of Gaza with (1) Israel
only, and (2) with Israel and Egypt
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The period October 2009 to January 2010 saw a month-by-month growth in the proportion of articles
that associated the blockade with Egypt as well as Israel, from 33% to 83%. Only a shrinking minority
of articles identify the blockade exclusively with Israel - just 13% in January 2010.
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